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In addition to these two methods of irriga-
tion, wells are very extensively used in some
parts of India, and cultivators can obtain funds
for sinking such upon very favourable terms from
Government.

In the fifty years which have elapsed between
1858 and 1908, the value of imports and exports of
merchandise have increased from 25 and 14 millions
sterling respectively, to 115 and 86 millions ster-
ling ; that is to say, the volume of trade has more
than quintupled, and the external land trade has
more than doubled, while great cotton spinning,
weaving, jute, and coal industries have been born,
and have attained a healthy adolescence.

Cottage industries, of course, fell before the
impact of machine-fed competition from Europe,
but new manufactures appeared at the same
time in India, and up till the present day they
increase and multiply. Sir Theodore Morison, au
eminent authority, has calculated that in a single
generation the rate of increase has been in cotton
manufactures 400, in jute 500, and in woollen weav-
ing 50 per cent., while the output of coal has multi-
plied ninefold, gold sixfold, petroleum thirtyfold,
and manganese seventyfold. It was the late Mr.
Justice Ranade, one of the Indian reform party,
who wrote that the transformation of India from
a purely agricultural to a partly trading and manu-
facturing country had begun.